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Our Club President called the Monthly Membership meeting to order  at 
the Holiday Inn Select. She welcomed members and visitors in 
attendance, and then proceeded with club Participation and Member 
Participation Slides for last month.  

     August Activities 

     2017 Annual Emerald Coast Corvette Club Picnic.  

This year, we held our club picnic at the MWR 
Marina on NSA Panama City, the Navy Base. The 
weather, gloomy at first, turned to sunshine with a 
gentle breeze, perfect picnic weather! The covered 
pavilion there was huge with ceiling fans and 
plenty of picnic tables for everyone and John 
arranged the tables and fans to accommodate our 

large group. The Club provided the main dish, 
tea, lemonade, water, ice and the other essentials 
(plates, silverware and napkins). Club members 
were asked to provide a side dish or dessert to 
share with everyone. The cake with the club logo 
that Julie brought was delicious. Pelicans flew by 
with one or two occasionally landing just 
offshore. Some kayakers even paddled by. The 
food was fantastic and plentiful. Everyone 
enjoyed the meal, the fellowship and the 
location. Some Club members even ventured out 
into the water.   

Lou and Diana 2018 Grand Sport 

On August 1st, 2017, Richard (Lou) and Diana took 
delivery of their new 2018 Grand Sport from 
Nimnicht Chevrolet located in Jacksonville, Florida. 
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ECCC Sunday Cruise to Sandbar & Grill - Saturday, 8/19/2017 

Our Sunday cruise had to be moved to Saturday. 
Colleen led the group to meet up with Roy, who 
would then lead the remainder of the trip. Jonathan 
let a friend, Anthony, drive his other Corvette. One 
of our members had car problems, so we stopped at 
the gas station on Hwy 231 at Hwy 20 briefly to 
resolve the issue. Roy took the group on some fun 
curvy roads through the countryside. The restaurant 
atmosphere was casual and fun. Everyone had a 
great time. 

Renegade Cruise-in - Saturday, 8/19/2017 

After the club cruise to Blountstown, several 
club members went to the Renegade Cruise-in at 
the Callaway Winn Dixie. This event is held on 
the third Saturday of the month and benefits the 
Lucky Puppy Rescue. We had eight cars 
representing the club. Colleen won Sponsors 
Choice award with her 2012 100th Anniversary 
Edition, which celebrates 100 years of Chevrolet 
and Louis Chevrolet.  

National Corvette Museum & Motorsport Park 
High Performance Drivers Education 

August 26-27, 2017 

On Thursday, August 24th, several club members headed north 
to Bowling Green, KY. for the upcoming HPDE. Some trailered 
their cars while others drove there. Friday was Tech Inspection 
day, where track personnel inspect the various safety aspects and 
engine fluids of each car before being allowed on the track. One 
members car was lacking proper safety harnesses, so several club 
members pitched in to help fix the issue. Our little ‘family’ 
always takes care of one another. 
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HPDE continue 

Day 1: The track opened at 7:00 am with the drivers meeting at 7:45. This is a mandatory meeting for 
everyone who signed-up to participate. Safety and track rules are explained and instructors are assigned, if 
required. Drivers are designated into groups based on their level of experience and expertise. Then the day 
begins. It is always fun to drive a Corvette the way it was built to be driven. Everyone enjoyed the day. 
Afterward, back at the hotel, Rosie provided cheese, crackers and fruit for social hour. It was a great idea, 
and we all appreciated it very much. 
Day 2:  Same as day 1, except a little warmer. Everyone improved on their skills and times. At the end of the 
second day, cars were loaded back on their trailers. We made our traditional ‘if you're in Bowling Green, 
you have to go to Chaney’s run.’ Always a great time. And the ice cream is the best around. 

These events are highly recommended for Corvette owners who want to experience the full potential of their 
Corvettes and improve their skills as a driver. The added benefit is helping the driver learn car control and 
situational awareness during everyday driving. 

Jerry and Lynne Florida Keys vacation 

     Jerry and Lynne sent pictures of the trip to the Florida Keys for some lobster hunting and relaxation. They 
had a great time, and we appreciate them sharing some of their pictures with us.
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Guest Speaker 

During our September meeting we had a Guest Speaker, Chris Moates, founder and director of Toys for 
Kids, Inc. The Board and membership have been exploring local area charities for future club sponsorship. 
Chris told us that they are celebrating their 20th Anniversary. Their mission at Toys for Kids Foundation is 
to provide assistance to established Bay County agencies and groups that share their vision of  helping those 
families and children in need. Over $30,000.00 in sundries and toys have been distributed, with the support 
of dedicated  

volunteers, using funds and toys donated from generous sponsors and 
various events they participate in throughout the year. The Toys for 
Kids Foundation serves those less fortunate in our local community 
and do not limit themselves to just toys. Their first priority is to 
provide essentials, e.g. clothing, uniforms, various toiletries, etc. Toys 
are secondary to the primary needs of children, handicapped adults, 
and homeless teens.  

UPCOMING EVENT & DATES: 

1).  28th Annual Lobster festival at Schooners, the Last Local Beach Club, rescheduled to Sept 25th through 
Oct 1st (from Sept 11th - Sept 17th). Proceeds benefit Toys for Kids and Florida Aquatic Marine Institute.    

2).  Charity Golf Classic 2017 at the Bay Point Nicklaus Golf  Course, Sept 30th. All proceeds benefit     
Toys for Kids, Inc.  

3).  Halloween Bash, Spinnaker Beach Club, Oct 28th.  

4).  Christmas Ball, Edgewater Beach Resort, December 16th. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for the Month 

Kitty announced this month’s Birthdays and Anniversaries. She also mentioned that 
Rob Brown had minor surgery. Please keep him in your prayers. And also, prayers 
for the safety of those who are serving in the military and deployed; and, good 
health for everyone. 
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Club Merchandise 

GNS has our club shirts, jackets, name tags, and car flags with our club 
logo. Club members are encouraged to contact Julie, our Club 
Merchandise Director, if they have any suggestions for additional items 
they would like to have available. Club coins are still available for 
purchase from our Treasurer.  

Social Director 

(Keeping an eye on Hurricane Irma) 

Here are some upcoming events in the local area that members may be interested in attending. Our club 
cruises are on Sunday, Sept 10th and Saturday, Sept 23rd. Changes may occur due to the approaching 
hurricane. An email will be sent out if this should happen. 

     Friday & Saturday, September 8th & 9th  - 15th Annual Vettes at the Beach - at Pensacola Beach, FL 

     Sunday, September 10th - ECCC Sunday cruise to Mom’s Kitchen, Hartford, AL. 

     Friday, September 15th - Milton Chevrolet Cruise-in, 5pm – 8pm. in Milton, FL 

     Saturday, September 16th - Renegade Car Club Cruise-in, 6pm – 8pm., at the Callaway Winn Dixie. 

     Saturday, September 23rd - Classic Cruisers of Panama City Cruise-In at Panama City Beach  
                                                  Harley-Davidson from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm. 
     Saturday, September 23rd - is still to be determined. 

     Saturday, September 30th - Cars & Coffee @ Pier Park (next to Panera Bread) 7am – 10am.  

     Tuesday, October 3rd - ECCC Monthly Meeting at the Holiday Inn Select. 

Financial Report 

John, our club Treasurer, reported the ECCC bank balance for August 31, 2017. He noted the expenditure of 
having to pay for meals that are prepared for monthly club meetings but not consumed, which must be paid  
with club funds. Lately, the shortage has been a noticeable expense. The number of members who usually 
eat before the club meeting has been down mainly due to the summer months events, vacations, etc. The 

Holiday Inn provides our Club a nice comfortable room with plenty of 
seating, a projector for the meeting slides, good food at a reasonable price, 
and taped off parking for our cars. This is provided for our club at no 
charge in exchange for having dinner there. The Financial Report is 
available on the ECCC website located under members only. 
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National Corvette Museum Ambassador Report 
 

Ron, our Ambassador to the Museum, mentioned the ECCC Annual 
Road trip to the National Corvette Museum and the Motorsports 
Complex is right around the corner. He also mentioned that any 
members considering going should make their hotel reservations 
soon. Everyone is invited to join us for a nice road trip through the 
countryside with lunch at a local restaurants. So come along and 
enjoy the beauty of the rolling hills of Kentucky. A trip to Chaney’s 
Dairy Barn is definitely planned. 

        

New Business 

Ed, our Vice-President, addressed the members about arranging either a Halloween or Christmas cruise to 
the Veteran’s Memorial Railroad located in Bristol, Florida for a train ride. Ed asked the membership and it 
was decided that a Christmas cruise in December would be the most enjoyable. 

Fred asked for the floor and informed members who are 55 years of age or over that they might be eligible 
for a reduction on their auto insurance by taking an online Senior driving course. There are several courses 
approved for the purpose of the Florida Statutes Senior Citizen Discount Insurance for a nominal cost. Visit: 
www.flhsmv.gov 

Colleen also informed members that high speeds will not be encouraged during our track day in October. If 
members want to learn the track and drive at high speeds, they should enroll in the NCM Motorsports HPDI 
or HPDE event. Also note, your car insurance may not cover damages during HPDI’s/HPDE’s. Track 
insurance is available through the Museum or through other companies. 

2017 Emerald Coast Corvette Club Christmas Party 

Colleen mentioned that the Club Christmas Party is coming soon (December 
8th). The club will focus on fellowship, gift exchange, and no “skits.” However, 
if anyone wants games or sweater contests, please let her know. Danelle 
suggested the possibility of having music and dancing. Colleen opened the 
floor on whether or not to have a Christmas Auction. Any ideas, questions, or 
concerns should be addressed to Colleen or any member of the board. Tickets 
will be sold up to and during the December Monthly Club meeting before the 
day of the party.. 
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